
2021 ANNUAL REPORT

A YEAR OF RESILIENCE



2

North Star Reach’s 2021 Halloween Drive-In Event: With a 
featured film on an outdoor big screen, this successful event 
safely welcomed camper families back to camp, socially 
distanced in their vehicles, for an evening of entertainment and 
seasonal fun.



YEAR IN REVIEW
Despite the uncertainty and challenges due to the pandemic 
in 2021, your generosity enabled us to deliver innovative, 
transformative experiences to campers and families across 
Michigan and beyond. Among the program highlights:

Without all of you, we could not have delivered more than 1400+ 
experiences enjoyed by children and family members, totally free of 
charge. Thank you for being part of our incredible community in 2021 
and helping to continue our important mission.

“I love that Jillian is connected to camp. When she has the 
T-shirt on, when she logs onto live sessions, she is with ‘her’ 
people. It brings me to tears every time.”

-MOM OF JILLIAN
(pictured top right, enjoying no-hands spaghetti dinner—a beloved camp tradition)
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• 414 meaningful camp-at-home summer and spring family 
weekend experiences delivered to children and families across 
Michigan, the Chicago area, and beyond.

• A pair of online conferences focused on support resources for 
parents and caregivers of children with serious illness, hosting 
100+ attendees, connecting them with one another and a host of 
leading medical and mental health professionals. 

• Year-round virtual facilitated meetups and support groups 
continued to provide community and connection to North Star 
Reach caregivers and campers. 

• A lineup of uniquely designed events, both in-person and virtual, 
gave hundreds of campers and their families a chance to have 
fun and connect in meaningful ways, from camp clubs and family 
game nights to an outdoor drive-in movie experience at camp.



Lifelines of  
Community & Connection

for children living with a serious illness and their families

“You really make an impact on my life and the lives of so 
many families. Especially with the coronavirus going on, 

these programs are a life saver.” - Camper Mom

IN-PERSON  
CAMPER  
FAMILY  
EVENTS

CAMP-AT-HOME 
PROGRAMS

PEER-TO-PEER 
SUPPORT 
GROUPS 

SPECIAL EVENTS & 
FAMILY FUN NIGHTS

S’MORE 
CAMP 
CLUBS

CAREGIVER 
CONFERENCES



North Star Reach serves children living with dozens of different complex medical 
conditions, including: Blood disorders | Cerebral palsy | Congenital heart disorders 
| Down syndrome | Genetic disorders | Developmental delays | Epilepsy | Hemophilia 
| Neuro-oncology | Organ transplants | Palliative care | Pulmonary hypertension  
| Sickle cell disease | Spina bifida 
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Given the increased isolation of families caring for a child with a 
life‐threatening illness during the second year of the pandemic, 
our families told us they urgently needed more resources. You 
helped us to respond with an expanded offering of programs and 
resources for both campers and their parents through a range of 
innovative alternative and safely designed in‐person programs.

YOUR SUPPORT DELIVERED 
INNOVATIVE PROGRAMS 

Camper/Caregiver 
Participation in 2021

Total Served

Camp-at-Home 414

S’more Camp Clubs 169

Parent Support Groups 69

Camper Meetups 34

Caregiver Conferences 174

Special Family Events 431

In-Person Camper Family Events 143

1,433

Family fun during our Campily Halloween Pre-Glow event.



Launched in 2020 in response to camper families asking for 
resources and community support to help them cope with the 
stress and social isolation of the pandemic, North Star Reach 
expanded its offering of virtual conferences in 2021. 

Our first-ever “Coping with Loss” conference, hosted in partnership 
with Ele’s Place – Ann Arbor, was held in the spring. In October, our 
second annual “Family Care Conference” focused on topics of self-
care. Both conferences allowed caregivers of children with serious 
illnesses to connect with one another--and to a host of leading 
medical and mental health professionals.
 
Topics featured panels and presentations on self-care and wellness 
approaches from social workers, providing support for siblings 
of children with serious illness, and insights on how to advocate 
for your child from Matthew Denenberg, MD (Vice President for 
Medical Affairs, Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital), Becky Patrias, 
MD (Medical Director North Star Reach), and Russ Derry, MPH 
(Epilepsy Foundation of Michigan).

“SERIOUS SUPPORT” 
CONFERENCES REACH 
GROWING CAREGIVER 
COMMUNITY

VIEW 2021 CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 

https://campathome.northstarreach.org/care-conference-recorded-talks-2021/


Special events help us share our mission, raise funds and awareness, and 
connect with our supporters—building the strong community that is key to 
sustaining our organization. 

EVENT HIGHLIGHTS
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• In May, we hosted our second virtual Camp-A-Thon Challenge, raising 
$39,136, thanks to individuals across every corner of our community, 
including Board members, camper families, and program and medical 
volunteers.

• As we moved into summer, we were thrilled to offer a series of events 
allowing camper families to safely connect in-person, including a Night 
at the Ballpark at Jimmy John’s Field, sponsored by United Shore 
Professional Baseball League, Trion Solutions, and Kiwanis Club of 
Macomb.

• In October, we celebrated a hugely successful Interstellar 5K Trail 
Race, bringing hundreds of runners and supporters to camp–including 
our friends at The Healing Notes Foundation (pictured at right)--and 
raising over $52,000 to support North Star Reach camper families. Our 
2nd Annual Halloween Glow Light Show, a popular illuminated light 
display for the local community, also included a Campily Pre-Glow 
Drive-In Movie Experience for dozens of camper families, all within 
the safety of their car, with dinner generously provided by Domino’s 
Pizza. 

Our deepest thanks to all our corporate sponsors, donors and volunteers for 
supporting these and other important fundraising and community-building 
events in 2021.



2021 AUDITED FINANCIALS
FISCAL YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31st

*Includes Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loan. 

** Depreciation expense of $719,883 was excluded from this net income summary since it is a non-cash item. 
 
***Our life-changing work is made possible by the generosity of funders and donors, and we are especially grateful for prior multi-year pledges which are 
helping to sustain us going forward. As of December 31, 2021, the outstanding pledge receivable balance was $276,516.
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REVENUE

Pledges and 
Contributions 1,246,994

Special Events 14,525

In-Kind Contributions 34,609

Other* 902,636

Total 2,198,764

EXPENSES 
(EXCLUDING DEPRECIATION)

Program Services 899,281

Fundraising 400,339

General and 
Administrative 198,176

Total 1,497,796

Net Income (LOSS)
(Excluding Depreciation)**

700,968

CASH INCREASE (DECREASE)

Net Income 
Excluding Depreciation 700,968

Prior Year Pledges Received 62,275

Investments (61,990)

Capital Expenditures 0 

Financing (69,192)

Other* (538,028)

Net Increase (Decrease) 94,033

Cash Balance as of 12/31/2021 402,230

ASSETS

   Current Assets 537,901

   Fixed Assets 
   (net of Depreciation) 14,311,602

   Pledge Receivables*** 276,516

   Endowments 676,618

   Other Assets 20,000

Total 15,822,637

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY

   Current Liabilities 923,993

   Long-Term Liabilities 600,000

   Equity 14,298,644

Total 15,822,637

NET INCOME CASH FLOW BALANCE SHEET



STAFF & BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Staff
Becky Patrias, MD
Medical Director

Mary Ann Fithian
Director of Community Engagement

Louisa Artelt
Associate Director of Development

Monica Philipp-Adams 
Associate Director of Development

Mike (“Coach”) Parker 
Director of Volunteer Engagement

Patrick Smith, MA 
Director of Camping

Colleen Triezenberg 
Camper Experience Manager

Jessica Doletzky, CCLS, CTRS
Family Liaison & Outreach Specialist

Jeff Boots
Facility Manager

Jo Ellen Soesbee
Facility Administrative Assistant

Katie Boczar
Communications & Program Facilitator

Ami Walsh
Experience Design Strategist & Communications Director

Board of Directors
Lisa Schwartz, Chair
Project Management Consultant and Owner, Ode to June

Matthew Denenberg, MD, Vice Chair
Vice-President Medical Affairs, Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital

Steven Berger, Secretary
CVO, First Choice Building and Maintenance, LLC
Vice President, Berger Realty Group

Ebon E. Wilkins
Owner, American Allstars Athletic Center/Fairways Golf Academy

Cyril Radwin
Retired, Delta Air Lines

Past Board Chairpersons:  Steven Berger, 2017-2018; Brian Rooney, 
2015-2016; Sean Bryne, 2014; Sheri Mark, 2011-2013
 
 
Founder 
 
Doug Armstrong, RN, MS
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MEDICAL ADVISORY BOARD YOUNG PROFESSIONAL BOARD

Matthew Denenberg, MD, Chair
Vice-President Medical Affairs, 
Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital

Lee Benjamin, MD
Director of Pediatric Emergency Medicine & Medical Staff 
Officer, St. Joseph Mercy Health System

Jacob Bilhartz, MD
Asst. Professor, Gastroenterology and Transplant Hepatology, 
C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital

Roland Chu, MD
Pediatric Hematology/Oncology, 
Children’s Hospital of Michigan

Robert McCurren IV, MD
Regional Vice President, 
Emergency Physicians Medical Group

Amy Neumann, MSN, RN
Congenital Heart Nurse 
Navigator, Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital

Rebecca Patrias, MD
Medical Director, North Star Reach
Medical Director, Three Chelsea Docs

Alison Tothy, MD
Chief Experience and Engagement Officer, 
University of Chicago Medicine Comer Children’s Hospital

Jamie Buhr, Co-Vice President 
President, Midwest Graphics & Awards 

Laura Jackson, Board Co-Vice President
Marketing Coordinator, ComSource, Inc. 

Madison Chadwick, Board Secretary 
Account Executive, Optomi Professional Services 

Kendall Cislo
Senior Investment Operations Strategist, 
UAW Retiree Medical Benefits Trust

Morgan Broekhuizen, Physician Assistant
IHA Chelsea Orthopedic Specialists 

Seth Broekhuizen
Global GTM Strategy Manager for Duo Security 

Gabe Lemmen, RN
Michigan Medicine 

Mike Scarborough 
Surgical Technician, Ascension 

Cristina Spurlin 
Quality Analyst, Trinity Health

Tom Wille
Promotional & Commercial Video Director, 
Constant Motion Productions
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OUR GENEROUS DONORS

CORPORATIONS 
& CORPORATE 
FOUNDATIONS

$50,000 and Above
Generator Z
Jones Family Foundation
Lakeshore Connections Inc.
SeriousFun Children’s Network

$10,000-$49,999
Beaumont Health Foundation
Epilepsy Foundation Of Michigan
Jewish Federation Of Metropolitan Detroit
Joy In Childhood Foundation
Masco Corporation
Run Sign Up
Shamrock 555: The Stephen Luigi Piazza 

Foundation
The Stanley L. & Phyllis Berger Family 

Foundation
Towsley Foundation
WePay (Classy)

$2,500-$9,999
Ann Arbor Rotary
Danto Family Foundation, Marvin and Betty
Detroit Kiwanis Club #1
Domino’s Pizza
ET (Ella Thorne) Memorial Foundation
Facebook Fundraiser

On behalf of the hundreds of children 
and families who enjoyed lifelines of 
community and connection through North 
Star Reach’s innovative programming in 
2021, we extend our deepest thanks to 
each one of the donors who believed in 
the power of camp and supported our 
work to positively impact the lives of 
children with serious health challenges 
and their family members.
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Great care has been made preparing
the list of supporters who made a gift
to North Star Reach between January 1
and December 31, 2021. Please accept
our apologies in advance if we have
inadvertently made an error or omitted
a name. To make a correction, please
call 734-680-8744.

FOUNDING DONORS

Vera and Joseph Dresner Foundation
The Jones Family Foundation
Mott Golf Classic
Ted and Jane Von Voigtlander Foundation
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Fidelity Brokerage Services LLC
Glick, Alvin L. Glick Foundation/Alro Steel
John R. Crosby Memorial Foundation
Michigan From the Heart
Newman’s Own Foundation
Pfizer Foundation
Raymond James Global Account
Real Estate One Charitable Foundation
Spectrum Health Foundation
The American Gift Fund
The Blackbaud Giving Fund

$1,000-$2,499
Community Foundation For Southeast   

Michigan
Delta Dental Foundation
Delta Epsilon
Epsilon Sigma Alpha Beta Sigma Chapter
Fidelity Charitable
Grand Valley Dance Troupe
Kiwanis Club Of Ann Arbor Foundation, Inc.
Klave’s Marina
La Salle Network
Lavey insurance
Martin Family Foundation
PayPal Giving Fund

$250-$999 
A3 Disc Club
Aristeo
Benevity Causes (matching Gift and Corp 

Donations)
Caterpillar Foundation
Cybergrants
Extreme Dodge
Greater Toledo Community Foundation
Greater Washington Community Foundation
HS Foundation
Kendra Scott Ann Arbor
Kiwanis Club of Macomb
Kroger Community Rewards

Playtime Edventures LLC
Portage Marine LLC
Rockefeller Capital Management
Stieper & Brust Orthodontics
The Find

Up to $249 
AmazonSmile
Cavanaugh Properties Inc
Christian Business Connect
Conagra Foodservice
Dedoes Industries
Epsilon Sigma Alpha Beta Sigma Chapter
Emergence Collective
Exelon
Go Fund Me
Grohnert & Grohnert Law Office
Midwest Graphics & Awards
Stone House Oven LLC
YourCause

INDIVIDUALS, 
ORGANIZATIONS, 
FOUNDATIONS

$50,000 and Above
Kim and Jeff Cohen

$10,000-$49,999 
David and Diane Lusk
Gary Sakwa

$2,500-$9,999 
David and Alisande Read
Frank and Emily Gobright
Lisa and Stephen Schwartz
Mike and Stacey Marsh
Norma and Scott Dentler
Robert and Sally Elgin
Stephen W. Boyd

$1,000-$2,499 
Anthony Helinski
Becky Fox
Bonnie and Joe Mahler
Brian and Cheryl Dehmlow
Charlyne Wozniak
Christopher Couch
Cooper, Susan (Bessemer Trust)
David and Stacie Edington
David Timm and Mary Przygocki
Fran Horowitz & Michael Bonadies
Jan and Carey Culbertson
John Anderson and Molly Hilton
John E. Marshall III
Kevin and Michele Kalczynski
MacDonald Dick
Patricia Harris
Patrick and Jennifer Smith
Richard and Ellen Lundy
Robert Kritt
Stephanie and Gary Book
Steve Glauberman
Steve Mitzel
Tom Wille

$250-$999 
Allison Mills
Amanda Hetu
Barbara and Kurt Wiese
Bertram and Marion Stein
Bill and Kate Grier
Bradley Wasil
Brandi Lynn Soldo
Bruce and Janice Pringle
Cheryl and Rick Kelm
Christine Buvinger
Christopher & Amy Neff
Christopher R. Penna
Cristina Guereca-Cedano
Dave and Terri Gerstler

12



David and Dorothy Courtis
David Sickle
David Zimmerman
Derek Juntunen
Edward and Sarah Walton
Emma Guyette
Eric Klaus
George and Joyce Schlecht
Hayley Bryce
Irene Carter
Jacquline A. Jeffery
Jeanne McMillan
Jim Wanty
John Baird and Ami Walsh
Johnny Sole
Julius and Sabiha Bunek
Kelly Bennett
Ken Pituch and Mary Kleaveland
Kristi Matuszewski
Lesley Beebe
Matt Weston
Michael Schomaker
Mike and Debbie Tirico
Monica Philipp
Paul and Julie Reingold
Phil and Francine MacBride
Robert Sher
Ronald & Yvonne Gabel
Russ and Barbara Brewster
Scott and Rachel Harned
Stephanie and Justin Stahl
Sudeepti Rachakonda
Susan Craft
Todd McNary
William Kraus
Yakov Sigal

Up to $249 
Al and Sandra Banning
Alex Leroux 
Alexander Kern
Allison Krebs
Allison Learman
Allison McElroy
Amanda Walker
Amanda Yats
Amy Laidlaw
Andrew Buenning
Andrew Cadavieco
Anna and Paul Mazur
Anna Ganago
Anna Thompson
Anne Hart
Anne Thorne
Annie Johnson
April Awalt
Asher Emily Bargar
Ashley Paulus
Barb and Ron Hirschl
Barbara Heilig
Barbara Silverman
Beth Rick
Beverly Curtiss
Bill Collins
Brad and Lydia Bates
Brandon Pence
Brenda Oliver
Brian Falzon
Cheryl Kassab
Chloe Photsios
Christine and Herbert Black
Christine Schafer
Christine Worthington
Claire Bogden
Claire Harrison
Colleen Good
Colleen Zvosec
Collyer Smith

Corby Svonavec-latshaw
Craig Ginnan
Cristina Sapoval
Crystal Baker
Cynthia Bolterstein
Cynthia Childs
Dan and Peg Jacobs
Dana Hurst
Darren Hitz
Dave and Kathleen Farmer
David and Amy Diehl
David Krhovsky
Deb Buford
Deborah and Dale Autio
Deborah and Thomas Lewis
Deborah Engelbert
Debra M. Klezek
Debra Schehlein
Devon Sisk
Diane M. Shavinski
Douglas Armstrong
Drew VanDrie
Dwayne and Christine Reed
E C Hoard
Earl Hespenheide
Eileen Kapka
Elizabeth Bishop
Elke Van Dyke
Ellen Fivenson
Ellie Chessen
Ellis Mayton
Emma Weber
Eric and Kristi Nelson
Eryka Swank
Felicity Messner Ross
Frank and Debra Mirabella
Gary Bremer
Gene Senn
Genevieve Quintano
George B Sveda
Gwynn Bondy
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Hana Mattar
Harold Bremer
Hope Kahler
Jacqueline Ross
Jake Nelson
James Winslow
James Woodward
Jamie and Laurie Carr-Standring
Jamie March
Jane Morse
Jane Skillman
Janet Bilhartz
Janet McAllister
Janice & Robert Million
Janice Getzen
Janis Horning
Jason and Iffa Davis
Jean Spindler
Jeanne Eastman
Jeff and Lisa Evans
Jeff Pituch
Jeffrey Kranz
Jennifer Moo
Jennifer Provencal
Jennifer Rodriguez
Jenny Howard
Jeremy Cooper
Joan Barbret
Joe and Kim Peoples
John A. Kullman
John Adams
John and Shelby Rohr
John D. Barry
John David
John Yablonky
Jordan Hodges
Joseph & Kathleen Andrzejewski
Julianne Greene
Julie & Michael Petteys
Julie and Chris Sheeren
Julie and Marvin Chen

Karen and Patrick Kozdron
Kari Rea
Karle Gell
Kathryn Linderman
Katie McFarland
Katy White
Kaylani Rubley
Ken Sadine
Kendra Kerr
Kent Purdy
Kerene Morrissey
Kim Condon
Kristin and Robert Hoy
Kristy and Jef Shadik
Larry & Melanie Odom-Groh
Laura Jackson
Laurie Larsen Buys
Leslie Peters
Liisa Hiatt
Linda Iskra
Lisa Bender
Lisa Jewel
Loree and Richard Collett
Loretta Stager
Louisa and Robert Artelt
Luke Burgett
Madison Chadwick
Madonna Alvarez
Margo Million
Mariann Williamson
Marie Knoerl and Andrew Morrill
Mark and Susan Krebs
Mark Mignin
Marrissa Watson
MaryJane Cipcic
Megan Gava
Megan L. Rick
Meiko McDaniel
Melissa and Chris Tuck
Michael J. Parker
Michael Myers

Michael Pietila
Michele & Philip Vandyken
Michelle Armbruster
Mike Monroe
Mitch and Jenifer Rosenwasser
Mutual Of America
Nancy Cleland
Naomi Karten
Nathan Morris
Nick Arnold
Nicole Derusha-Mackey
Nora Hamouda
Pamela Reister
Patrice Deutschmann
Patricia Fisk
Paula Walker
Pavan Gurudath
Peter and Charlotte Bowen
Phillis Marentette
Priscilla Flintoft
Rachel Hurwitz
Ralph Raiford
Regina Lucas-Bell
Renee Shoskes
Robert and Krystn Stephens
Samantha Stears
Sammuel Seaver
Sara Boczar
Sara Saymuah
Sarah Gonzalez
Sarah McClure
Scott Bell
Seher Ali
Sheila Walsh
Sherry Spinelli
Simon Gaines
Sissy Phillips
Skye Schultz
Stacey Brown
Stacy Harris
Stacy Strunk
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Stephanie Hoppe
Steve Adams
Susan and Jim Westhoff
Susan and Robert Novasel
Susan Morse
Suzi and Larry Dell
Suzy Morse
Tammi and Jason Carr
Tanvi and Thej Kartal
Tavi Finn
Teddie Olender
Timothy and Patricia Sweeny
Tom and Denise Colturi
Vanessa Garlock
Victor and Marlene Stoeffler
Vincent & Michelle Elie
William and Bonnie Goodrich
Wilson Ang
Woody and Katy Held
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BE PART OF SOMETHING 
LIFE-CHANGING

Part of the extraordinary magic of camp: No camper ever pays a penny. Your 
generous gifts of time, talent, resources and financial support make life-changing 
experiences possible. Thank you for your commitment to camp and kids! 

DONATE to support a child’s attendance at camp. North Star Reach is a not-
 for-profit organization dependent on private funding to serve every 
 camper. 100% of all donations directly benefit our camp and programs. 
 Gifts-in-kind are also greatly appreciated.
 
 Since North Star Reach opened in 2016, donors have made it possible for 
 our team to deliver more than 4,500 in-person and virtual life-changing 
              experiences for children with serious illnesses and their families, all at no  
              charge to them. We must grow to welcome even more kids with serious         
 illnesses across the Great Lakes region, and we need generous donations  
 from individuals like you to make that happen. 

VOLUNTEER to directly impact kids at camp. You may discover that the life you  
 change may be your own.

FUNDRAISE by participating in fundraising events or proposing your own 
 event or online fundraiser.

SHARE THE WORD about the impact of camp. Like our Facebook, Instagram,  
 Twitter, YouTube, and LinkedIn pages. Follow daily stories of inspiration,   
 hope, joy and resilience from campers, camper parents, volunteers   
 and donors. Stories that connect us to our shared humanity.

CONNECT EMPLOYEES to camp through service workdays and other 
 exclusive corporate partnership opportunities. 

INVEST in strategic partnerships that deepen the impact camp and our purpose- 
 driven programs make on the lives of children with serious health   
 challenges and their families, as well as on our communities. 



CAMP
1200 University Camp Drive  

Pinckney, MI 48169

OFFICE
674 S. Wagner

Ann Arbor, MI 48103-9002
Phone: 734-680-8744

NORTH STAR REACH
501(c)(3) organization

https://www.facebook.com/northstarreach
https://www.instagram.com/northstarreach/
https://twitter.com/northstarreach
https://www.linkedin.com/company/north-star-reach/
https://northstarreach.itemorder.com/sale
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